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SUMMARY 


Increase in Crimes of Burglary and Larceny. 

Crimes of burglary and larceny increased during the first 9 months 
of 1938 as compared with 1937. The increases evidenced were mod- 
erate, amounting to 2.2 percent and 2.1 percent, respectively. In 
other offenses against property, robbery and auto theft, decreases were 
noted. The decrease in robbery was very small. 

Compared with 1936 figures, the 1938 figures show the following 
increases: Robbery, 13.7 percent; burglary, 9.5 percent; larceny, 16.4 
percent. 

Decrease in Crimes Against Persons. ; 

There were decreases in the number of murders, manslaughters, 
rapes, and other felonious assaults during the first 9 months of 1938. 
However, the 1938 rape figure is higher than for all preceding years 
of this decade except 1937. 

Distribution of Crimes. 

More than one-half (55.7 percent) of the crimes were larcenies, 23.1 
percent burglaries, 12.8 percent auto thefts, and 4.0 percent robberies, 
making a total of 95.6 percent committed for the p of obtaining 
property. The remaining 4.4 percent consisted of homicides, rapes, 
and other felonious assaults. 

(95) 
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Approximately one-half of the places burglarized were residences, 
35 percent of which were entered in the daytime. With reference to 
both residence and nonresidence burglaries, it was found that 21 
percent occurred during the daytime. 

Thirteen po of the larcenies involved thefts of property valued 
in excess of $50; 65 percent involved property ranging from $5 to 
$50 in value; and the property was valued at less than $5 per offense 
in the remaining 22 percent of the thefts. 

Recoveries of stolen automobiles amounted to 95.8 percent. 
Geographic Division of Crime Rates. 

The crime information has been arranged to make it possible to 
make comparisons between local data and average figures for cities 
of the same size located in the same section of the United States. 
National averages for cities grouped by size and annual trends by 
States are also presented. 

Persons Arrested. 

Fingerprint cards representing 432,527 arrests during the first 9 
months of 1938 reveal that 19.0 percent of the persons arrested were 
under 21 years of age. During 1937, only 18.0 percent of the persons 
arrested were less than 21 years old. 

There were more arrests for age 21 than for any other single age 
group. 

The records revealed that 120,639 of the persons arrested had pre- 
viously been convicted of 301,446 crimes. 

Police Killed by Criminals, 1937. 

Reports received from police departments of 389 cities disclosed 
that 40 police officers were killed by criminals during the calendar 
year 1937. 

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


The term ‘‘offenses known to the police”’ is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 
homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (5) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; 
burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 
figures contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless are 
not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 
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1. Criminal homicide—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (6b) Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


ape. 

5 Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft)—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (6) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, pocket-picking, ae shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, “‘con’’ games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “joy-riding”’ thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F B I does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

Extent of Reporting Area. 

In the table which follows there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports have been received 
during the first 9 months of 1938. Information is presented for the 
cities divided according to size. The population figures employed are 
estimates as of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census for cities 
with population in excess of 10,000. No estimates were available, 
however, for those with a smaller number of inhabitants and, accord- 
ingly, for them the figures listed in the 1930 decennial census were 
used. 

The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for the first 9 months of 1932-1938: 


| | 
Cities Population | Cities | Population 


1932... ° 52, 802, 362 || 1936_- 
1933. . ’ 62, 041,342 || 1937... 


1934. 7 62, 391,056 || 1938... 
1935. . 4 | 64, 012, 959 


The foregoing comparison shows that during the first 9 months of 
1938 there was an increase of 259 cities as compared with the cor- 
responding period of 1937, the population represented for those cities 
being 1,450,927. 
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In addition to the 2,617 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1938, one or more reports were re- 
ceived during that period from 1,532 sheriffs and State police organi- 
zations and from 9 agencies in possessions of the United States. 
This makes a grand total of 4,158 agencies contributing crime reports 
during 1938. 


Total | Cities filing returns Population repre- 
number Total pop- sented in returns 
fh) gine 
or towns | umber | Percent vibes 


Population group 


en ae 


Total 


Se Bde | 

982 912 } , , 719 | 58,815, 119 ‘adam. we 

. Cities over 250,000. ot 37 37 , , 69% 29, 695, 500 78E) 
{ 

I 


. Cities 100,000 to 250,000 od 57 57 ‘ , 850, 7, 850, 312 
. Cities 50,000 to 100,000. = 104 101 ‘ b 6, 781, 874 
. Cities 25,000 to 50,000_. 191 177 . , 638, 6, 144, 668 
| 


. Cities 10,000 to 25,000_. 593 540 . , 100, 9: 8, 342, 765 OLS 


NotTe.—The above table staliaAenaiias not include 1,705 cities and rural townships aggregating a total population 
of 8,447,669. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns whereas 
the rural townships are of varying population groups. 
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MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 

In table 57 there is presented the number of offenses known to the 
police during the first 9 months of 1938 as reported by 1,894 cities 
with an aggregate population of 61,645,533. The information is also 
presented in the form of crime rates for the cities divided into six 
groups according to size, in order that police executives may compare 
their local crime rates with national averages for cities of approxi- 
mately the same size. Table 60 presents the information with 
the cities divided according to size within the nine geographic divisions 
of the country which makes it possible to compare To cal crime data 
with average figures for cities of the same size located in the same 
section of the United States. 

Table 57 discloses that 55.7 percent of the crimes reported consisted 
of larcenies, 23.1 percent ieekeien 12.8 percent auto theft, and 4.0 
percent robberies. From the foregoing it will be seen that offenses 
classed as offenses against property constituted 95.6 percent of the 
total offenses listed. On the other hand, only 4.4 percent of the 
crimes consisted of homicides, rapes, and assaults. 

Most of the cities represented in table 57 furnished information 
concerning the value of the property stolen in connection with offenses 


of larceny. A compilation showing the larcenies divided according 
to the value of the property stolen reveals the following figures: 


Larceny— theft 


Population grou 
P Tae $50 and over | Under $50 
in value in value 
j 


32 cities over 250,000; total ee 20,606,300: 
Number of offenses known _- e ieciclislhth Uascnuscncipslllin dpitsoertgpelencion 110, 249 
Rate pe 2 535. 0 
54 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total ene 7,429,612: 
Number of offenses known - a : | . 673 46, 765 
Rate per 100,000 i 4 629.4 





There were 177,588 larcenies classified according to the value of 
property involved, and the preceding figures reveal that 20,574 
(11.6 percent) were cases in which the value of the property stolen 
exceeded $50. ‘i 

( 









TaBLE 57.—Offenses known to the police, January to September, inclusive, 1938; 
r and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 




















Population group 















35 cities over 250,000; total popula- 


Number of offenses known. __. 
Rate per 100,000. -- 


56 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total pop- 
ulation, 7,693,312: 

Number of offenses known. -- 

Rate per 100,000. ..........- 


92 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total popu- 
lation, 6,208,913: 

Number of offenses known. - - - 

Rate per 100,000. ._.........-- 2 









155 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total popu- 
lation, 5,337,039: 

Number of offenses known... 

Rate per 100,000 





a8 





454 cities, | 10,000 to 25,000; total popu- 
lation, 7,065,626: 

Number of offenses known... 

Rate per 100,000. - 





+3 







1,102 cities under 10,000; total popu- 


Bur- 
glary— 


Lar- 
break- 5 Auto 
ing or | “OY | theft 
enter- | theft 
ing 


5 |? 134,924 | 237, 157 
59. 6 617.5 170. 1 












23,148 | 53,144) 11,786 
300.9 .8 


16,557 | 41,731 8, 382 





13,018 | 33,305 6, 288 
243.9 624.0 117.8 






13,433 | 36,004 6, 199 
509. 7. 





lation, 6,337,143: 
Number of offenses known _- 
Rate per 100,000. - 














Total 1,894 cities; total population, | 


Number of offenses known 


Rate per 100,000__- a1 | "6.3 42.4 








9,543 | 19, 621 3, 641 
150.6 309. 6 | 57.5 


oes $318, 729 | ° 73,444 
243.0 584.9) 134.8 





! The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 33 cities with a 


~pulation of 27,275,300. 





number of offenses and rate for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 34 cities 


whi a total population of 21,849,200 








* The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence and aggravated assault are based on 


reports of 55 cities with a total population of 7,569,812. 








4 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,891 cities with 


a total population of 59,793,833. 








$The number of offenses and rate for aggravated assault are based on reports of 1,893 cities with a total 


population of 61,522,033. 








® The number of offenses and rate for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 1,893 cities 


with a total population of 54,491,233. 
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Annual Trends, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-38. 

Annual variations in the number of crimes committed during the 
first 9 months of the years 1931-38 are shown in table 58. The 
compilation is based on the reports of 66 cities with population in 
excess of 100,000 inhabitants, with a combined population of 18,- 
597,602. 

Table 58 reveals that the 1938 figures are in excess of those for 1937 
for offenses of burglary and larceny. For the other offenses listed, 
homicides, rapes, assaults, robberies, and auto thefts, there were more 
crimes of these types committed during 1937. It should be noted, 
- the 1938 rape figure is in excess of every year with the exception 
of 1937. 

Larcenies for 1938 increased 2.1 percent over 1937 and 16.4 per- 
cent over 1936; burglaries increased 2.2 percent over 1937 and 9.5 
percent over 1936. Although the robbery figure for 1938 showed a 
very slight decrease, as compared with the 1937 figure, the 1938 rob- 
bery figure represented a 13.7 percent increase over 1936. It should 
be noted, however, that the 1936 figures for those crimes were lower 
than for any other year represented in the tabulation. The informa- 
tion presented in table 58 is also presented in figure 6. 


TABLE 58.— Annual trends, offenses known to the police, 66 cities over 100,000 in 
population, January to September, inclusive, 1931-38 


[Total population 18,597,602, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





Criminal homicide 


Bur- 
Murder, Agegra- gary “ Lar- 
Year nonneg- aoa Rape = vated al or | ceny— a 
= ter by assault enter theft 
negli- ing 
slaugh gence 
Number of offenses known: 
BIE Be << bepacwowsaneak 1, 124 992 880 | 14,062 7, 589 49,070 | 108,059 | 61,829 
Behn <b bonweavanudads 1, 156 769 903 | 13,443 6, 825 53, 992 111, 067 52, 599 
Bh. che paetabdanwad 1, 230 871 957 | 13,015 8, 513 54, 465 116,475 | 49, 681 
Behn -oRshussbcaveces 1, 084 594 952 | 10, 7, 685 51, 730 114,065 | 45, 
) 5 Re Reerren 977 556 1, 184 9, 074 7, 230 49, 471 116, 391 40, 009 
in ghdsndenscucane 926 554 1, 137 7, 962 7, 675 42, 577 107, 785 | 33, 082 
Be Shicdiddbdaesd 953 714 1,230 | 9,066 7, 662 45, 633 122,889 | 34,743 
SAD oo haadccuscsets 860 520} 1,267 | 9,050 6, 808 46,640 | 125,431 | 28,743 
4.1 3.6 3.2 51.5 27.8 179.7 395. 8 226. 5 
4.2 2.8 3.3 49.1 24.9 197.1 405. 4 192.0 
4.5 3.2 3.5 47.7 31.2 199. 5 426. 6 182.0 
4.0 2.2 3.5 39.1 28. 2 189. 5 417.8 168. 1 
3.6 2.0 4.3 33. 2 26.7 181.2 426. 3 146. 6 
3.4 2.0 41 29.1 28.0 155. 4 393. 4 120.7 
3.5 2.6 47 33.2 28. 1 167.2 450.1 127.3 
3.2 1.9 4.6 33. 2 24.9 170.8 459. 5 105.3 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 

Table 59 shows the number of police departments whose reports 
were employed in the preparation of the crime rates presented in 
tables 57 and 60. The figures in table 59 indicate the number of 
contributors whose reports were used, divided according to size of 
city, within the nine geographic divisions of the country. The 
information presented in table 60 makes it ible for a police execu- 
tive to compare the local crime rates with the average for cities of the 
same size located in the same section of the country. 

In order to make available comparative crime data for States 
covering several years, there are presented in table 61 figures for 
individual States for 1935-37. Similar information was previously 
presented in table 37, volume VIII, No. 2, of this publication for the 
period 1933-36. Table 61 is based on the period 1935-37 rather 
than the period 1933-37, in order to make it possible to use a larger 
number of cities. Increases in the number of cities employed were 
evidenced in practically every State. For the tabulation shown in 
volume VIII, No. 2, there were 1,069 cities represented, whereas in 
table 61 reports from 1,402 cities were used. 

The proportion of urban population represented varies among indi- 
vidual States. However, in most instances the cities whose reports 
were used, constituted more than 50 percent of the total urban popu- 
lation of the State. 

For each State represented in table 61, there is shown the number 
of cities whose reports were used and their combined population. No 
figures are included for Mississippi and South Carolina, because 
available reports represented only a comparatively small portion of 
the total urban population in each State. 


TaBLE 59.—Number of cities included in the tabulation of uniform crime reports, 
January to September, inclusive, 1938 




















Population 
Group } Group | Group | Group | Group | Group 
Division and State I II Il IV V VI | otal 
Ov 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 | Less 
-s to to to to than 
250,000 
’ 250,000 | 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
New England: 166 cities; total population, 
DED ctedscsncubegsbeboccapenéswenegsase 2 12 12 25 56 166 
Middle Atlantic: 498 cities; total population, 
et tnbibubeadntdgehcocebenssnqoodyps 6 ll 20 29 307 498 
East North Central: 476 cities; total popula 
tion, 15, ivectiindhoanamialdnconanbee 8 10 24 46 290 476 
West North Central: 225 cities; total popula 
ys MEE ocadatetedcosabanticeresine 4 5 7 10 147 225 
South Atlantic: ! 134 cities; total population, 
Se icdck th tithsn sen dethnowsbentinecesaneo 3 6 14 13 72 134 
East South Central: 53 cities; total popula- 
SR iiecenkthbhcouceéatiipeoecsnes 3 3 2 4 23 53 
West South Central: 103 cities; total popula- 
Si intisntehchehooathahenecoeatied 3 5 5 9 58 103 
Mountain: 80 cities; total population, 
ee edelisdeimadakahitian pnbeltiienostin 1 1 2 6 bey 80 
Pacific: 159 cities; total population, 5,302,285 5 | 3 6 13 95 159 





1 Includes report of District of Columbia. 
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TaBLe 60.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to September, inclusive, 1938, by geographic divisions and population groups 
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TABLE 61.— Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 


to December, inclusive, 1935-37, by States 
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Murder, Bur- 
nonneg- Aggra- glary— 
State ligent | Robbery| vated | breaking 
man- assault | or enter- 
slaughter ing 
Alabama (9 cities; total population, 
29.2 66.1 107.2 531.1 
27.4 70.1 90.3 479.8 
2.1 57.5 95. 2 422. 6 
16.5 127.9 68.1 670. 5 
19. 6 123.8 61.9 566.3 
9.3 105. 2 67.1 616.9 
18.0 120.3 109.7 587.8 
12.8 78.9 116. 5 455. 5 
18.8 94.0 114.3 475.8 
4,057,234): 
1935 4.2 52. 30.3 439.9 
3.7 57.5 31.4 423.8 
4.4 75.3 29.7 470.9 
Colorado (15 cities; total population, 
466, : 
1 adendidpeecthaintndacanhdhaws 7.3 111.9 22.5 630. 6 
7.5 54.2 18.2 321.1 
. 2e 5.1 66.5 22.5 412.0 
Connecticut (18 cities; total population, 
957,843): 
Binascadudecccansesdiscoesesesss 1.7 19.7 13.8 318.0 
 . eS a ae 1.5 16. 6 12. 5 303. 1 
Be bdck Atiipacedseuscdpooangcedsare 1.3 13.7 13.3 296. 1 
Delaware (2 cities; total population, 
111,397): 
Se ee 7.2 27.8 56.6 288. 2 
a a 6.3 17.1 4.9 234.3 
1937_. proubssndencocaesaddace 9.0 42.2 4.9 347.4 
i cities; total population, 
23. 6 83. 4 974.5 658. 4 
18.0 98. 2 288.6 $11.4 
21.2 114.8 295.7 $81.3 
29.7 153.0 125. 9 668. 4 
33.8 141.4 122.4 750. 7 
35. 6 139.7 114.7 797.5 
2.9 34.9 26. 2 209. 7 
2.9 42.2 16.0 391.7 
3 2.9 39.3 8.7 432.4 
Illinois (96 cities; total population, 
5,071,613): 
iteh db bicecupdébeeweacentcgewns 5.8 224.1 40.7 449.6 
0 a a ee ee ‘ 5.2 133. 1 6.7 342.2 
psuaigsckhhtcscdste bacodges 5.1 124.9 35. 5 326. 4 
Indiana (38 cities; total population, 
1,451,797): 
i coda poowine> 5.0 78. 48.6 363. 1 
iach tdbincsdpinivnetians deh’ 5.6 66. 46.3 310.8 
Se es ee 5.5 67. 48.7 344.0 
Iowa (21 cities; total population, 617,668): 
CE tations tadltdatinnicetn eee 2.8 47.3 9.6 309. 4 
Ecc) ddstllnes<nneukaseccedesécesees 1.5 39. 10.4 274.3 
ee podedetasnandsSapmams 1.8 29. 14.1 74.6 
Kansas (28 cities; total population, 
511,567): 
Te tiiheaniemind dim ietininne pa sipecnin nits ‘ 5.9 87. 26.4 431.0 
Dich, dedibingnccs tedlnasadgczabdes 4.1 61. 21.3 390. 4 
De iciitial ndbdindiwsdnta stipes «deduninse 6.3 45.! 23.1 393. 9 
Kentucky (9 cities; total population, 
496,795) : 
Sal innscicatinsaiind ghia cilg inant aeeniieni iat 13.5 141.7 185. 0 651.6 
ee ee ee 15.3 121.2 160. 4 620. 2 
Bi cdc dadbvmaccspcckédencodgstcbstesue 17.5 104.1 149.0 593. 6 





1 Based on reports of 8 cities with a total population of 168,763. 
2 Based on reports of 11 cities with a total population of 391,770. 
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TaBLe 61.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to December, inclusive, 1935-37, by States—Continued 





Murder, Bur- 
nonneg- Aggra- glary— | Lar- 
ligent Robbery | vated | breaking ceny— 
man- assault | or enter- theft 
slaughter i 





Te ets ceckapintienncdogumins 
Maryland (6 cities; total population, 


re 
Michigan (93 cities; 
3,345,430) : 

1935 


eee 
Minnesota (47 cities; 


ona 


1937 ___- 
Missouri 


348. 
272. 
240. 
227. 
173. 
188. 


nor 


Bes 
ry 


Oe eas : 
Nebraska (18 cities; total 


BZS Be! 
con-nm See 


eho > 
New Jersey (91 cities; total population, 
1,767,677): 
1935 
1936 
ke ile on win pean sae nea 
New Mexico (4 cities; tetal population, 
54,708): 


~ 
pmo 
wae 
NAD 


oer 


328 g28 


Ses 


ai 


-o* 
—— 
$= 
=D 


1937 5 mabe est hortacindl 
North Carolina (19 cities; total population, 
54 


5. 
§ 516. 
5 478. 


BES 
- Qo 


3 Based on reports of 5 cities with a total population of 102,488. 
4 Based on reports of 136 cities with a total population of 3,312,044. 
5 Based on reports of 17 cities with a total population of 365,802. 
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anuary | TABLE 61.—Number of offenses known to the rae 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to lo Deseaer, inclusive, 1935-387, by tates—Continued 





Bur- 


vated az 


assault | or enter- 


North Dakota (9 cities; total population, 
105,249) : 


3u5 S82 BRE 
own eonuw Owe 


Aad cities; total population, 


Sze 
earn 


1937 
Pennsylvania (126 cities; total ja- 
= ,182): nr 


pet 
Wer 
BRR 
cwe 


NNO 
Now 
+ 

S23 
Ne= 
“cD 


1937 
South Dakota (9 cities; total population, 
— 


ans 


“3m 
= bo 
> 


bay ros (8 cities; total population, 


R83 


et 


ESS £88 
eo C209 


bt bet et 


ee 
NBS 
MOOD 


Virgin” (22 cities; total population, 


aes 
NOAw 


Washing (18 cities; total population, 
1935 


3 


res 
age 
= 
BRS 
Can 


eo 
822 
oco~ 


1937 
ae. - cities; total population, 


Wyoming (4 cities; total population, 
245): 


| 
4 


* Based on reports of 7 cities with a total seein of 465,884. 
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Offenses in Individual Cities over 100,000 in Population. 


The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the third quarter of 1938 is shown in table 62. The compilation has 
been limited to the reports received from police departments in cities 
with more than 100,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here in 
order that interested individuals and organizations may have readily 
available up-to-date information concerning the amount of crime 
committed in their communities. Police administrators and other 
interested individuals will probably find it desirable to compare the 
crime rates of their cities with the average rates shown in table 57 of 
this publication. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to make com- 
parisons with the figures for their communities for prior periods, in 
order to determine whether there has been an increase or a decrease in 
the amount of crime committed. 

With reference to the possibility of comparing the amount of crime 
in one city with the amount of reported crime in other individual 
communities, it is suggested that such comparisons be made with a 
great deal of amen, tetenate differences in the figures may be due to a 
great variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a com- 
munity is not chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against 
the entire community. The following is a list of some of the factors 
which might affect the amount of crime in a community: 


The composition of the population with reference particularly to 
age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 


Comparisons between the crime rates of individual cities should not 
be made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned factors. 
It should be noted that it is more important to determine whether the 
figures for a given community show increases or decreases in the 
amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether the figures are 
above or below those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual com- 
munities it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the 
data are compiled by different record departments operating under 
separate and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible 
that there may be variations in the practices employed in classifying 
complaints of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting 
manual has been distributed to all contributors of crime reports and 
the figures received are included in this bulletin only if they apparently 
have been compiled in accordance with the provisions of the manual, 
and the individual department has so indicated. 
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TABLE 62.—Number of offenses known to the police, July to September, inclusive, 













ing 1938, cities over 100,000 in population 
has 
. Bur- 
ties Agera-| glary— 
5 in City Robbery | vated | breaking 
° assault | or enter- 
dily ing 
ime LL eS a iy 
r ore Se 25 38 240 
I BE 0 anincndcdtecnccnepbsedhcccshstnen 4 ll 65 
the Moc 5 5.25.0 teas 66 90 645 
7 of inc tadlscerccachdnens 119 214 575 
Birmingham, Ala. --.............--- 31 32 338 
om- DN Ew wi cdaSiinwdanabetee 73 65 282 
* po eee et ee Se eee 120 
, in PE IE icceceblecsancng cts j 14 62 106 
e in Camb Mass. ....- ae es a 10 1 108 
Camden, EE EO Eee = St aS 4 2 24 12 
Nn ooo en cuncadhdieeelsastall 13 16 
* Chatta' RS Bcicedataileeu 40 ) 201 
ime Chicago, Ill... ..-- ee 1, 396 443 2, 464 
jual Cincinnati, Ohio- newen Saad 119 117 444 
ee 207 59 654 
th a Columbus, Ohio. : . 9 2 601 
Dallas, Tex__--- = 48 1 
toa Dayton, Ohio Ee ices 128 
om- Denver, Colo- .__--. 35 14 175 
. FD ah ob ce cn cn pik aes|ncodeus 18 5 159 
inst Detroit, Mich... _-- 316 241 1, 049 
to Duluth, Minn. -....- 7 1 31 
‘tors Elizabeth ea as 7 2 ut 
E be itesadnbe és 1 1 7 
tA Seiten sgh ctinbnciagidinnecetss 10 4 76 
Evansville, Ind--.-.- 17 7 70 
y to ica dann nasnsbaonaliqaedeune 3 3 102 
Dns 2 La ttatdocdosesesinancuececes 18 45 151 
Fort Wayne, i chknibadadhodebesdtbtedddciia dt 9 4 77 
EE EE Sccdenccqucncessccea 9 8 229 
Ca Fh hh with acisdlidedasn cm 15 50 90 
Ce Se  .. ntcancalembagneeed 4 4 189 
p DR ere aoe eusas ll 164 
I I eto oScitncgsbeu<as-- 20 i 72 SH 
Honolulu, Hawaii.............-.-- 2 1 6 189 
Indianapolis, Ind. .._........----- 5 126 93 543 
Jacksonville, Fla.......-..-..-- 12 2B 30 300 
Kansas City, Kans...........------ 4 35 18 259 
Kansas iy, aa butanbionadd-aieal 14 83 15 274 
iS. Knoxville, Tenn..................- il 6 10 97 
Long Beach, Calif..........-.....-- 1 33 9 242 
not Los Angeles, Calif...._...-...--.--- 30 362 136 2, 014 
tors — an a i altel 7 oF 153 a 
. ern oo ee coped aa naecaae 2 1 q 
@ the OS ES ae 4 1 173 
pC  , ee 13 114 264 477 
the Ne oe, bias il 27 174 258 
: Milwaukee, Wis- - --- bates deedelke 1 14 17 130 
3 are Minneapolis, I 6 a 5 cE, 3 33 20 324 
 - _ & sess 13 85 95 140 
Newark, et os ane 8 38 184 233 
com- New Bedford, Mass........-..-.---- 2 4 3 156 
; th New Haven, Conn__-.---. sib aicaateried 2 5 4 228 
e re 17 28 108 130 
nder oe 76 1 = = 
° Pe Tl cttdugadegqoungapegape 8 3 
sible Ganen GUN eo. ke. 53 38 344 
bane Oklahoma City, Okla............-- 5 31 63 253 
ying ie ncn ewecnieietel 3 2 = » 
i I aidhieceincnnadintonadebcuseahed | 16 12 | 7 
rting og Si a aida | 4 4 10 
and Philadelphia, Pa..----2-222222222- 33 182} 207 410 
sntly cr cascadnabcionbetat s 116 92 478 
Snuy Portland, Oreg.......-------------- 3 89 17 632 
nual, Providence, R. T..22--2--2-.--.--. 1 2) 14 iz 
donc ak acioddinenatenenehin | 
ME Won oon ccaseceesxe 9 36 120 300 
IEE TE cic cnccacevnncncensipebensenae 10 13 196 
Oe CE  icdiekasccrntnenmed | 16 99 18 291 
Acct sco heavakcxscnceinen 32 2 165 
Sl DN I: SOI 6 ons cccdsacoleckedconen 22 ll 266 
Gan Antonie. Tex. ................- | 9 57 88 196 
UO 3 12 8 102 
San Francisco, Calif................ 7 163 108 590 233 | 1,519 600 





1 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
3 Not reported. 
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TABLE 62.—Number of offenses known to the police, July to September, inclusive, 
1938, cities over 100,000 in population—Continued 


Murder, Agera- Bur- Larceny—theft 
nonneg- 


vated | glary— Auto 
ligent | Robbery | assault | breaking : 


man- $50 and | Under | theft 
slaughter $50 


Utica, N. Y-- 
Washington, D. C 
Waterbury, Conn 
Wichita, Kans_- 
Wilmington, Del 
Worcester, Mass. . 
Yonkers, N. Y-- 
Youngstown, Ohio 


tomo! ee 


—— 


Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1938. 


In compiling and publishing national crime data, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation distinguishes between urban and rural crimes. The 
figures presented in the preceding tables are based on reports from a 
large majority of the agencies policing urban areas (places with 2,500 
or more inhabitants). Comprehensive data regarding rural crimes are 
not yet available, but the information on hand is shown in table 63, 
which is based on reports from 700 sheriffs, 71 police agencies in rural 
villages, and 5 State police organizations. 


TaBLe 63.—Offenses known, January to September, inclusive, 1938, as reported by 
700 sheriffs, 5 State police organizations, and 71 rural officers 


! 
Criminal homicide | 


Bur- 
glary— Lar- 
breaking | ceny— 
or en- theft 
tering 


Agegra- 
Rob- | vated 
bery as- 
sault 
slaugh- 
ter 


Offenses known 802 585 | 1,297 | 2,202] 3,137 16, 505 | 25, 450 





Luto 
heft 





4, 921 
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Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 

In table 64 there are shown available data concerning the number 
of offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in Territories and pos- 
sessions of the United States. The tabulation includes reports from 
Honolulu (city and county), Kauai County, Territory of Hawaii; and 
the Canal Zone. The figures are based on both urban and rural areas 


and the population figures from the 1930 decennial census are indicated 
in the table. 


TaBLe 64.—Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 
January to September, inclusive, 1938 
{Population ee from Federal Census, rage 1, ™ 

















Larceny— 
Murder, | heii: ee theft 
Jurisdiction reporting nonnegli-| Rob- | ‘vated break- __—__| Auto 
gent man-| bery assault ing or | theft 
slaughter | | = ouieine Over | Under | 
|; $50 | $50 
| 
| | | | 
Hawaii: | 
Honolulu City, population, 137,582; | 
number of offenses known_..-_- 6 ly 546 80 1, 145 | 116 
Honolulu County, population, | | 
65,341; number of offenses known. 1 3} 7 107 Il 182 | 27 
Kauai County, population, 35,942; | 
number of offenses known_.......|..--.- Z 1 2 | Ses Sik i 21 3 
Isthmus of Panama: Canal Zone, popu- } | | 
lation, 39,367; number of offenses | 
ANNE XY i aSe-e58 1 8 | 7 | 72 
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Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


In tables 65-67 there are presented the more detailed data com- 
piled from supplementary offense reports received from the police 
departments of 43 cities with an aggregate population of 15,773,841. 
The period covered is the first 9 months of 1938. 

Table 65 reveals that nearly one-half of the rapes reported were 
forcible in nature. Of the 10,666 robberies reported, 6,020 (56.4 per- 
cent) were committed on city highways, and 4,052 (38.0 percent) were 
robberies of commercial establishments. 

The 43 police departments represented in the tabulation reported 
41,416 burglaries, almost one-half of which were committed in dwell- 
ing houses. With reference to the time of day the burglaries were 
perpetrated, it is shown that 79 percent were committed during the 
night, and 21 percent during the daytime. With reference to resi- 
dences, however, the proportion of daytime burglaries was larger, 
amounting to 35 percent. 

The figures for larceny disclose that 12.9 percent were cases in 
which the property stolen exceeded $50 in value. In 65.3 percent of 
the cases the value of the property stolen was from $5 to $50, and 
was less than $5 in the remaining 21.8 percent of the larcenies. The 
tabulation also reflects that 1.3 percent of the thefts were cases of 
pocket-picking and that 2.8 percent were instances of purse-snatching. 


TasLe 65.— Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Sep- 
tember, inclusive, 1938; 43 cities over 100,000 in population 


[Total population, 15,773,841, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number 
Classification of actual Classification 
offenses 


Rape: | Burglary—breaking or entering—Con. 
Forcible 5 521 || All other (store, office, etc.): 
Statutory - i 529 Committed during night ---- 

——- Committed during day - - - 

Total. - 1,050 


Robbery: i} 
Highway i 6,020 || Larceny-theft (except auto theft), 
Commercial house 2,902 || (grouped according to value of article 
Oil station wat 967 stolen): 

Chain store ; 171 Over $50.......-. ionionabenasadounh ; 11, 885 
Residence : 256 SE inheucvakdunuttniiiea~aire : 60, 408 
Bank 12 Under $5......-. ‘ io 20, 179 
Miscellaneous i 338 hina 
—_—- i ctbucickécinaboncetabimnte 92, 472 
Total - - -- | 10, 666 || —= = 

: = || Larceny-theft (grouped as to type of of- 

Burglary—breaking or entering: | |  fense): 

Residence (dwelling): | Pocket-picking.._................- ; 1, 173 
Committed during night. 12, 392 Purse-snatching pincanye 2, 619 
Committed during day | 6, 791 || All other — 88, 680 











92, 472 
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The figures presented in table 66 show that the police departments 
of the 43 cities represented reported 24,097 automobiles stolen during 
the first 9 months of 1938, of which 23,094 were recovered. The 
percentage of recoveries of stolen automobiles amounts to 95.8. 


TABLE 66.—Recoveries of stolen automobiles, January to September, inclusive, 1938; 
48 cities over 100,000 in population 


[Total population, 15,773,841, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of automobiles stolen... .....___-__-- <2... | eee 
Number of automobiles recovered__.............____-- 23, 094 
RN ee eee bar ee Pade 95. 8 


The value of property stolen and the value of property recovered 
are shown in table 67, as reported by 43 police departments. The 
total value of property stolen was $17,313,404.94. Property recovered 
was valued at $11,014,880.11 (63.6 percent). Automobiles constitute 
more than one-half of the property represented in table 67. Exclusive 
of automobiles, the value of property stolen was $7,006,907.94, and 
the value of recoveries was $1,378,552.61 (19.7 percent). 


TABLE 67.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 
as to type of Pees ved, January to September, inclusive, 1938; 43 cities 
over 100,000 in population 


[Total population, 15,773,841, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census} 























Value of prop- | Value of prop-| Percent 
Type of property | erty stolen | erty recovered | recovered 
Currency, notes, ete __ _- inns iuatondiees ccansccennesel ane $213, 897. 65 13.1 
Jewelry and precious metals. » aihctin tad $4p sinks Shaiandas dekeseees 1, 646, 339. 44 , 369. 88 18.1 
Furs_. ontehassnhtssmnhebbesdeeienhd 322, 890. 93 22, 948. 38 7.1 
Clothing ete -Ud. edits: TT} 849) 359: 89 172, 542. 03 20.3 
S aaedeas automobiles............._-- saduiadeeanseatiot 10, 306, 497. 00 9, 636, 327. 50 93.5 

Mise aaa" nesta > , 556, 518. 25 671, 794. 67 26.3 
I nitata dais anclgssphasidiin cdubaiedaieb einen “17,3 313, 404. 94 | i, 1A, 00 8, | 63.6 


Police Officers Killed by Criminals, 1937. 


In table 68 it is shown that during the calendar year 1937 there 
were 40 police officers killed by criminals in the 389 cities represented. 
This information was received from the police departments of cities 
with population in excess of 25,000. The data are also presented for 
the cities divided into four groups according to size. 


TABLE 68.—Number of policemen killed by criminals, 1937 











Number of 
Number of an 
Population group policemen illed, 
killed 5,000, 
inhabitants 
| 
37 cities over 250,000; total population, 29,695,500___- - ka 21 3.5 
57 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total population, 7,850,312 | 2 1.3 
104 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total population, 6,980,407 _ _ __ iia iia ce 7 5.0 
191 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total population, 6,638,544. pentaiacdlatbeatan 10 7.5 
3.9 


Total, 389 cities; total population, 51,164,763... ..............-.-.-...-- 40 
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Number of Police Department Employees, 1937. 

The issue of this bulletin for the second quarter of 1938 contained 
information regarding the number of police department employees 
during 1937. Since that time, additional information has been re- 
ceived modifying the figures for the Tampa (Fla.) Police Department. 
The figures set forth below should be employed for the Tampa Police 
Department instead of those shown on page 72, volume IX, No. 2, 
of this bulletin; however, for all other cities the figures appearing in 
volume IX, No. 2, should be used: 


Number of 
City police em- 
Ployees 


. Total num- 
‘aaa 5 ber of 
employees 





Tampa, Fla_-_-__- 





ANNUAL RETURNS 


Annual Trends, Offenses Known, and Persons Charged. 


The compilation presented in table 69 has been prepared in order 
to make it possible to ascertain whether variations in the number of 
persons arrested follow closely variations in the number of offenses 
committed. 

Table 69 reveals generally that in the cities represented arrest trends 
follow trends in the number of offenses committed. However, in some 
instances, the fluctuations in the number of crimes committed is con- 
siderably more marked than in the number of persons arrested. In 
addition, the figures for individual offense classes reflect that in some 
years there w as an increase in the number of arrests, whereas there 
was a decrease in the number of crimes committed. 


TABLE 69.—Annual trends, number of offenses known, number of persons charged 
(held for prosecution), 1934-37, 38 cities over 100,000 in population 


[Total population, 14,085,505, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





Offenses known 


1934 1935 





Criminal homicide: 
(a) Murder and nonnegligent 
manslaugh 
(b) Manslaughter by negligence. 


SEShseas 


SSEES2E2 


Burgiery— breaking or entering. 
Larceny— _— 
Auto theft_- 


etapa 


1 Based on reports of 37 cities. 











1937 





DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


During the first 9 months of 1938 the F B I examined 432,527 arrest 
records, as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data 
concerning the age, sex, race, and previous criminal history of the 
persons represented. The compilation has been limited to instances 
of arrests for violations of State laws and municipal ordinances. In 
other words, fingerprint cards representing arrests for violations of 
Federal laws or representing commitments to any type of penal 
institution have been excluded from this tabulation. 

The number of fingerprint records examined was considerably 
larger than for the corresponding portion of prior years, which were 
as Steves 1937, 389,077 ; 1936, 343,132. The increase in the number 
of arrest records examined should not necessarily be construed as 
reflecting an increase in the amount of crime, nor as an increase in the 
number of persons arrested, since it quite probably i is at least partially 
the result of an increase in the torte a of local agencies contributing 
fingerprint records to the Identification Division of the FBI. The 
tabulation of data from fingerprint cards obviously does not include 
all persons arrested, since there are individuals taken into custody for 
whom no fingerprint cards are forwarded to Washington. Further- 
more, data pertaining to persons arrested should not be treated as 
information regarding the number of offenses committed, since two or 
more persons may be involved in the joint commission of a single 
offense, and on the other hand one person may be arrested and 
charged with the commission of several separate crimes. 

Approximately 30 percent of the arrest records examined during the 
first 9 months of 1938 represented persons taken into custody for 


‘murder, robbery, assault, ae larceny, and auto theft. Arrests 


for major violations are reflected y the following figures: 





nn. 2050 SS bes ee ee ee 4, 987 
Ds ace anh a cehinaceodecsacus 11, 462 
DN 6 os. J 2 a ssid ek Swempation Saar 24, 357 
Dk pid decal anwckc mined niad aot een 28, 383 
Lareeny (exeept auto theft)... .............- 2622-5: 48, 886 
pS ee Be Bas dren eee a 
Embezzlement and fraud._.._._...__...-_----- Spates 15, 210 
Stolen property (receiving, etc.) .__-_-.-.-------------- 3, 027 
Forgery and counterfeiting... - -.-.......-.--..--.---- 6, 439 

PO fe 2S lS goon cual less. oso tee 2 4, 931 
Deeenee GE MG ce wase oS este nds sacl. a tees 3, 265 
Mo ROO OS ee Py re 4, 696 
EEE MENUUNUUIDG So. oc enn cnec eee sueaus 15, 967 
Meee CULL SOO. S3eds1e 32. Ses See eee 5, 287 
Be oi os eh cs cern n 53s SUA ARO 723 

Totehs <.-- SI sera a ae ce 187, 702 


Sex.—Of the 432, 527 arrest secerda eumined, 403,067 (93.2 per- 
cent) represented men and 29,460 (6.8 percent) represented women. 
For all types of crime except cupuantelioel vice the number of men 
arrested was larger than the number of women. However, a com- 
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parison of the figures representing an average group of 100 men arrested 
with those for an average group of 100 women arrested indicates that 
there were more women than men charged with murder, assault, and 
the use of narcotic drugs. Also, the same type of comparison indicates 
a somewhat larger ratio of arrests of women for larceny; but for other 
types of crimes against property, such as robbery, burglary, and auto 
theft, men predominate. The comparison further reveals that 12 of 
each 1,000 women arrested and fingerprinted were charged with 
driving while intoxicated, whereas 39 of each 1,000 men arrested 
were charged with that type of violation. Data for individual types 
of crimes may be found in the following table: 







TaBLeE 70.—Distribution of arrests by sex Jan. 1—Sept. 30, 1938 


| Number Percent 
Offense charged 






Male 





Total | Male 


Female 





Female 
















ack Ereientansesete 1 1 1.6 
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1 Less than one-tenth of 1 percent. 





Age.—From 1932 to the middle of 1935 age 19 was the group in 
which the largest number of arrests occurred. Since the middle of 
1935 there have been more arrests for ages 21, 22, and 23 than for 
any other groups. During the first 9 months of 1938 there were 
more arrests for age 21 than for any other single age group. The 
groups for which the largest number of arrests occurred during the 
first 9 months of 1938 are as follows: 


Age: Number of arrests 
eis ctscatien Palettes ccwesent Soe 
Bins ds es a .---. 19, 039 
a. a eer 18, 874 


GOFAL OPIS SO. SOE nena 


The compilation for 1937 reflected that 18.0 percent of the persons 
arrested were less than 21 years old, but during the first 9 months of 
1938 the proportion was 19.0 percent. In addition to the 81,964 
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persons less than 21 years old arrested during the first 9 months of 
1938, there were 74,464 (17.2 percent) between the ages of 21 and 24, 
making a total of 156,428 (36.2 percent) less than 25 years old. 
Persons arrested who were between the ages of 25 and 29 numbered 
74,167 (17.1 percent). This makes a total of 230,595 (53.3 percent) 
less than 30 vears old. (With reference to the ages of persons repre- 
sented by fingerprint cards received in the FB I, it should be 
borne in mind that the number of arrest records is doubtless incom- 
plete in the lower age groups, because in some jurisdictions the 
practice is not to fingerprint youthful individuals.) The number of 
arrests for ages 16-24 is shown in figure 7. 
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Youths less than 21 years old were frequently charged with offenses 
against property, particularly robbery, burglary, larceny and auto 
theft. This is clearly indicated by the following tabulation: 


Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 


Age group one ———— Robbery | Burglary | Larceny 


DRO Fh 5cccc ccc. coucse 
21-29 


The predominance of youthful persons among those charged with 
offenses against property is further indicated by the fact that 124,212 
persons of all ages were arrested for crimes against property (robbery, 
burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzlement and fraud, forgery and 
counterfeiting, receiving stolen property, and arson). During the 
first 9 months of 1938, 39,172 (31.5 percent) of the persons arrested 
for such crimes were less than 21 years old. 

Further indication of the large part played by youthful persons in 
the commission of crimes against property is seen in the figures show- 
ing that 36.2 percent of all persons arrested were less than 25 years 
of age. However, persons less than 25 years old numbered 54.4 
percent of those charged with robbery, 62.3 percent of those charged 
with burglary, 50.1 percent of those ch with larceny, and 73.0 
percent of those charged with auto theft. One-half of all crimes 
against property during the first 9 months of 1938 were committed 
by persons under 25 years of age. 


TaBLe 72.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
Jan. 1-Sept. 30, 1938 


Offense charged caine [os a 
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Recidivism.—There were 190,860 (44.1 percent) of the 432,527 
persons arrested during the first 9 months of 1938 who already ‘had 
prior fingerprint cards on file in the Identification Division of the 
FBI. : addition, there were 6,680 current records bearing nota- 
tions relative to prior criminal activities of persons arrested during 
the first 9 months of 1938, although their fingerprints had not pre- 
viously been on file. This ‘makes a total of 197,540 persons arrested 
during the first 9 months of 1938 concerning whom there was infor- 
mation on file dealing with prior criminal activities, and the records 
showed that 120,639 had been convicted previously of one or more 
crimes. This number i is 61.1 percent of the 197,540 records contain- 
ing data concerning prior criminal activities and 27.9 percent of the 
432,527 arrest records examined. 

In more than one-half of the cases the previous convictions were 
based on.major violations as indicated by the following figures: 
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TaBLE 73.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show 1 or more prior 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, Jan. 1- 
Sept. 30, 1938 


Number of | Number of | Number of 
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Total__ 120, 639 
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There were 39 persons arrested for murder or manslaughter during 
the first 9 months of 1938 whose criminal history revealed that they 
had on a prior occasion been convicted of criminal homicide in some 
degree. As already indicated, more than one-half of all persons whose 
records reflected prior convictions had been convicted of major crimes, 
and the tabulation further indicates a general tendency for recidivists 
to repeat the same type of crime. 

The 120,639 persons whose records revealed one or more prior con- 
victions were found to have been convicted of a total of 301,446 
offenses. In 135,945 instances the convictions were of major crimes, 
and ~~ 165,501 cases the convictions were of less serious violations of 
the law. 

Race.— Whites were represented by 321,089 of the records examined 
and Negroes by 94,482. The remaining races were represented as 
follows: Indian, 2,119; Chinese, 623; Japanese, 173; Mexican, 12,482; 
all others, 1,559. 

The significance of the figures showing the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the number of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the coun- 
try. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were according 
to the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 foreign- 
born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United States. Of 
each 100,000 Negroes, 1,175 were arrested and fingerprinted during 
the first 9 months of 1938, whereas the corresponding figure for native 
whites was 444 and for foreign-born whites 164. It should be observed 
in connection with the foregoing data that the figure for native whites 
includes the immediate descendants of foreign-born individuals. 
Persons desiring to make a thorough study of the comparative amounts 
of crime committed by native whites and foreign-born whites should 
employ available compilations showing the number of instances in 
which offenders are of foreign or mixed parentage. 

At the end of September 1938 there were 9,377,354 fingerprint 
records and 10,731,628 index cards containing the names and aliases 
of individuals on file in the Identification Division of the FBI. Of 
each 100 fingerprint cards received during the first 9 months of 1938, 
more than 58 were identified with those on file in the Bureau. Fugi- 
tives numbering 5,769 were identified through fingerprint records 
during the same period, and interested law enforcement officials were 
immediately notified of the whereabouts of those fugitives. As of 
September 30, 1938, there were 10,674 police departments, peace 
officers, and law enforcement agencies throughout the United States 
and foreign countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the 
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